
	  
	  
	  
	  
 

Minutes	  
Haliburton	  Highlands	  Trekkers	  General	  Meeting	  (TGM)	  2019	  

December	  2,	  2019	  at	  HHOA	  Haliburton	  Fish	  Hatchery	  
	  

1. Welcome	  
	  

Phil Meades, Chair of the Haliburton Trekkers called the meeting to order 
at 10:00 am and welcomed all members. He then introduced the members 
of the Management Committee:  
Vickie Tranter – Treasurer 
Dave Northcote – Membership Coordinator 
Lorry Brandon – Secretary 
Directors at Large – Chris Whittemore, Michele Swyer, Wally Ozog and 
Anne-Marie VanLieshout 
Pamela Marsales, Liaison for Haliburton County Community Cooperative  
 

2. Guest Speaker 
 
Michele Swyer spoke about her experience with hosting a family from 
Mongolia in 2003. The visit was in conjunction with the Samaritan’s Purse 
Heart Project. Michele hosted a young family with 2 boys, aged 2 and 7 as 
well as their mother and a translator. The mother was a Doctor of 
Neonatology and was very familiar with the work of Michele’s father, Dr. 
Swyer. She had read Michelle’s father’s book in Russian. Michelle 
assisted the family with their 3-month trip here.  
 
Michelle shared some history about Mongolia including Genghis Khan, the 
importance of horses in the lives of Mongolians, the Gobi Desert and the 
Snow Leopard. Mongolia’s population is 2.2 million people and the capital 
is Ulaanbaatar. 
 
Michele passed around 2 models of Mongolian Gers. (similar to a yurt)  
We were able to take a peek inside to see how a ger was set up. Michele 
shared details of how Mongolians live, pack up and move the gers on to 
the next location. In the countryside, the main source for heat is burning 
cow dung, while in the urban centres coal is used.  
 
Michele spoke about the Eagle Festival which takes place. Mongolians 
celebrate the Eagle and its superior hunting skills. During the festival 
eagles are tested for agility, speed and “fly and find” activities. It has 



historically been a male dominated sport until recently when a young 
female competitor won. A movie was made called The Eagle Huntress. 
 
In 2018, Michele returned to Mongolia and visited the family she had 
hosted. She enjoyed many different dishes including mutton chops,  
deep-fried sheep’s head, liver, heart and fermented mare’s milk. Michelle 
enjoyed a wonderful visit with the family and saw much of the country.  
She continues to keep in contact with the family. 
 
Phil thanked Michelle for sharing her experience and travels. 
 

3. Minutes from the TGM on October 29, 2018 

Phil shared highlights about the year, highlighting a change in the 
Constitution which had been passed to have required quorum at a 
meeting changed to 25%. There was quorum at the meeting today, with 
28 members present.   

A motion to accept the minutes as presented from the October 29, 2018 
TGM was made by Dave Northcote and seconded by Shawn Chevelier. 
All members voted in favour of the motion. 
 

4. Membership Report 
   

Dave Northcote stated that we currently have 72 paid members up to and 
including September, Labour Day weekend. 6 members joined after 
September this year and will be included in the 2020 membership 
numbers. 
Phil reminded members that Trekker membership ($10.00) needs to be 
renewed by December 31st and that membership is good for the following 
calendar year. 
 

5. Financial Report 
 

Vickie Tranter informed members that the Trekkers have $821.70 in the 
bank. 
Vickie met with Jim Blake at the Haliburton County Community 
Cooperative and it was discovered that all HST that has been paid is 
eligible to be rebated, resulting in a better than expected financial position. 
 
There was discussion about obtaining a Financial Statement from the 
Haliburton County Community Cooperative, in regard to the Haliburton 
Highlands Trekkers. 
 
Elli Armstrong put forth a motion that Pamela Marsales request a 
Summary Statement from the Haliburton County Community Cooperative 



and forward the Statement to Vicki Tranter. Anu Lellep seconded the 
motion. All members voted in favour of the motion. 
 
A motion to accept the Financial Report as presented was made by Chris 
Whittemore and seconded by Dave Northcote. All members voted in 
favour of the motion. 

 
 

6. Outings Report 
 
Phil stated that the Trekkers is now a 4-season club. He highlighted some 
of our outings this year. The Management Committee has been trying to 
incorporate new venues for outings and bring more variety into the hikes 
and paddles.  
 
Fall Hikes, 2019: 13 planned hikes,1 cancellation due to very rainy 
weather. Hikes have averaged 20 – 24 people. 28 members attended the 
Miserable Lake Hike!  
Summer Paddles, 2019: 8 paddles were planned, no cancellations.  
8 – 12 people attended each time. 
Spring Hikes, 2019: 4 Hikes were planned. These outings averaged  
12 – 18 people 
Snowshoe Hikes, 2019: 12 outings were planned. Snowshoeing had the 
highest amount of participants on each outing. We had a great outing to 
Camp Wanakita which saw 31 members take advantage of a wonderful 
day and a lovely lunch put on by the Camp. The Trekkers subsidized part 
of this cost for members. 
 
An outing will be planned for Monday, December 9th. An email will be sent 
out with details. 
 
A motion to consider planning Holiday Monday outings was presented by 
Larry Hall and seconded by Sheila Ziman. All members voted in favour of 
the motion. 
 
Members were asked if they would be interested in signing up to lead 
hikes. It was suggested that the Management Committee draft a schedule 
and send it out so that members could choose a hike that they would like 
to lead. 
 

7. New Business 
 

County Rail Trail, TAG Update: Pamela Marsales gave us a brief summary 
of the history of the use of the Rail Trail by various interest groups in our area. 
She summarized the beginnings of the TAG (Toronto-Algonquin Greenway) 
and gave us updates on the recent TAG Symposium on November 3 and 4, 



2019. TAG is working on self-incorporating as a Non-Profit organization. 
Pamela also spoke about Friends of the Rail Trail (FoRT) and its ongoing 
work and membership opportunities. She shared with us that Haliburton 
County has made an application for Infrastructure money to make further 
improvements on the Haliburton Rail Trail, including surface cover and 
signage. In early January, an evening is being planned by FoRT to celebrate 
the Haliburton Rail trail through sharing stories, adventures and information. 

 
Discussion: 
Action Item for the Management Committee: A suggestion was made that the 
Management Committee write a letter to the Haliburton County to thank them 
for submitting an application for infrastructure money and to express concern 
as users of the trail to continue to maintain it. 
 
Another suggestion was that there be a special day organized, perhaps by 
the Real Easy Ryders (cycling club), as a Rail Trail Ride Day. 
 
7.1 Donations 

 
Discussion about the fact that we are not a charitable organization. We 
need to provide activities that benefit our members. Costs to the club 
include meeting places, parking passes for Provincial Parks for 
carpooling. We will not be returning to Wanakita this year for the 
snowshoe and full lunch because of the cost. Also, some discussion 
about buying benches for Barnum Creek Nature Reserve but thought that 
it was better to wait until it is open to the public. 
 
A motion was made by Lillian Hall to donate $100.00 to Hike haliburton 
and $300.00 to the Stewardship Fund of the Haliburton Land trust for trail 
development, maintenance, mapping and signage. Elli Armstrong 
seconded the motion and all members voted in favour of the motion. 
 

8. Open Forum 
 

Sheila Ziman suggested that a Wanakita trip should be planned, and 
members could pay for themselves. Michelle received a quote of $30.00 for 
trail pass and lunch. The Management Committee will investigate options for 
using the heated cabin at Wanakita and perhaps bringing our own lunches for 
that outing. 
 

9. Management Committee 
 
      The following names were put forth to be on the Management Committee of 
The Trekkers: 
 

Chair:  Shawn Chevalier 



Treasurer:  Vickie Tranter 
Membership:  Dave Northcote  
Outings:  Vacant  
Secretary:  Lorry Brandon 
Directors at Large:  Wally Ozog, Anne-Marie VanLieshout, Michele Swyer, 
Phil Meades, Chris Whittemore 
 

Rebekah Chevalier motioned to accept the slate of names, as presented. The 
motion was seconded by Joanne Hale. All voted in favour of the motion. 
 
Phil has organized and managed the emails for outings and information being 
sent to members. He suggested that perhaps 1 or 2 members could share this 
responsibility at Chairing the “Mailbox” job this year.  
 
Sheila Ziman volunteered from the floor to manage the Summer Paddling 
Outings “Mailbox” job. 
 
Phil took time to thank the following people: 

♦ Anne Peacock for volunteering as Secretary over the years 
♦ Michele Swyer for her presentation at today’s meeting 
♦ Anne Marie VanLieshout for hosting the paddle and potluck at her home in 

the summer 
♦ Shawn and Rebekah for providing dock shelter and rest 
♦ Ed and Pauline for hosting a summer BBQ at their home 
♦ Lillian Hall for Tim Horton’s refreshments 
♦ Chris Whittemore for snacks today 
♦ Lorry Brandon for snacks today 

 
Sheila Ziman shared information about the hike that she is leading at the Barnum 
Lake Nature Reserve on February 8th from 1:00pm – 3:00pm as part of the Hike 
Haliburton Winter Edition Event taking place in February 2020. 
 
Lorry Brandon paid Pamela Marsales $5.00 for her individual membership in the 
Haliburton County Community Cooperative – necessary as a member of the 
Management Committee. 
 
10. Adjournment 
 
Lillian Hall moved that the meeting be adjourned at 12:00pm. Chris Whittemore 
seconded the motion, and all were in favour. 
 
	  
	  
	  


